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our planet is as wet as it happens to be. For when we remember
that 5,000,000 square miles of the land that is at our disposal are
desert and that 19,000,000 square miles arc steppes or plains of the
semi-useless Siberian variety, while a considerable number of other
millions of square miles are uninhabitable because they arc either
too high for us to live in (like the Himalayas and the Alps) or
too cold (like the territory around the North and South Poles) or
too wet (like the swamps of South America) or too densely
covered with forests (like the forests of central Africa) and must
therefore be deducted from the 55,510,000 square miles that are
described as' land/ we feel that we could make excellent use of a
few more miles of added territory.
But it is extremely doubtful whether we could exist if it were
not for this vast reservoir of heat, which we call the sea. The
geological remnants of prehistoric times show us conclusively that
there have been times when there was more land and less water
than to-day, but invariably these were periods of intense cold. The
present balance of i : 3 between land and water is an ideal one if
our present climate is to continue indefinitely, and we shall all of
us be much better off if it does not get disturbed.
This vast ocean which encircles the entire globe (in this respect
the ancients had guessed right) is, like the solid crust of the earth,
in constant motion. The moon and the sun, through their power
of gravity, attract it and cause it to rise to a considerable height.
Then there is the heat of the day which takes part of it away in
the form of vapour. The cold of the polar regions covers it with
ice. But from a practical point of view as something directly
affecting our own well-being, the air-currents or winds must be
accorded first rank for their influence upon the surface of the
ocean.
When you blow long enough on your plate of soup, you will
notice that the soup begins to move in the direction away from
your mouth. When certain air-currents hit the surface of the
ocean for years and years in succession, they will cause ' drifts *
which will move in a direction away from that particular cur-
rent. Whenever Acre are a number of air-currents blowing from
different directions, these different c drifts' will neutralize each